Short-Term Study Abroad Programs

J-Term

Dance in Southern China: UNIV 379 (3 Credits)
   

Experience the traditional dances of the southern Yunnan province of China.  The program will explore the city of Kumming, the Yunnan Ethnic Culture Park, Yunnan University, and the stone forest.  The trip will also include travel to Shangri La to study traditional dances and music of Tibet and the tropical region of Xi Shuang Na near the border of Laos to study the famous Thai peacock dance.
Contact Information:  Karla Zhe, 124 Karges Center, (715) 425-3131, karla.k.zhe@uwrf.edu
Mexico- A Cultural Experience: MODL 376 (3 credits) 
The interim cultural experience in Mexico takes place during the first three weeks of January.  This session, beginning in Mexico City and ending in Puerto Vallarta, explores many aspects of Mexican geography and culture, including history, religion, art, agriculture, music, dance, business, education and the tourism industry.  The course requires eight meetings during fall semester, three weeks in Mexico, a post-interim session and term paper.  MODL 376 meets the university’s Global Perspectives Requirement. 
Contact Information: Terrence Mannetter, 288C KFA, (715) 425-3896 or 3121, terrence.mannetter@uwrf.edu
Italy J-Term: HIST 371 (3 credits) 
Participants visit six fascinating, vibrant, and chock-full with art and culture, Italian cities

and towns: Rome, Florence, Siena, Venice, Pisa, and Orvieto.  The cities have major museums, open-air monuments, artifacts, impressive Roman antiquities, charming medieval cathedrals, stunning Renaissance art collections, and opulent Baroque architecture. Fulfills liberal arts and other requisites. 
Contact Information: Dr. Kiril Petkov, at kiril.petkov@uwrf.edu, (715) 425-3164, KFA 320.
A Journey to the Land of the Pharaohs: ART 383 (3 credits)
To travel to the land of Egypt is to feel profoundly touched by history.  The glory and greatness, mystery and mystique that was once Egypt, beckons alluringly.  Come and explore an ancient land shaped by temples, tombs and hieroglyphs as we visit a civilization created by the mighty Nile River. In addition, we will explore the modern issues that Egypt faces at the beginning of the 21st Century.

This January Term course is Art 383, 3 credits. Cultural Diversity. There are two meetings prior to the trip and one session that is post-trip.
Contact Information: Dr. Steven Derfler, Art Dept., 215 KFA. (715) 425-0639. Steven.L.Derfler@uwrf.edu
Experience Ireland: Culture and Landscape:  ENGL 277 (3 Credits)
The January Term Study Abroad Experience in Ireland is a unique opportunity to learn about a remarkably beautiful, yet often troubled country. The emphasis of the class is Irish Literature, but other important aspects of the class examine the history, politics, music, art, story telling, and geography of Ireland and Northern

Ireland. Students will travel by coach throughout Ireland and Northern

Ireland experiencing the culture of the Emerald Island, learning about the

literary and historical figures that helped shape modern Ireland. The

course requires three meetings during Fall Semester, approximately three

weeks in Ireland and Northern Ireland, attending all class programs, and

an approved course project to be completed after returning to campus. ENGL 277

is an English elective and your adviser can help you find where else the

course may count in your particular major/minor. In some cases, depending on the course project, it has counted for Diversity as well as other credit. This is something that needs to be discussed with your College advisor or someone in your College Dean’s Office.

Contact Information:  Ken Olson, Senior Adjunct Lecturer, English Department, 241 Kleinpell Fine Arts, 

(715) 425-3284 or 3537, kenneth.olson@uwrf.edu
The New Vietnam: CBE 370 (3 credits) 
Vietnam is a country with a 4,000 year history, with 53 culturally distinct ethnic minorities (includes Hmong), and the site of many wars with the Chinese, Japanese, French, and the U.S.  This country of 85 million, under economic reforms, has unleashed market forces into a communist system and is producing more competitive, export-driven industries.  This study tour is open to all majors and includes study of economic and cultural aspects of Vietnamese culture (including Hmong) and its history (particularly with the U.S.).  The trip includes visits to villages in the mountains of Northern Vietnam, exploring the urban areas of Hanoi and Saigon, and boating Ha Long Bay and the Mekong Delta.  The class requires attendance at several pre-trip meetings and a post-trip meeting.  CBE 370 meets the INTS study tour requirement.  

Contact Information: Claire Kilian, 122D South Hall, 425-3335. claire.m.kilian@uwrf.edu
Costa Rica Pacific to Caribbean:  Does Ecotourism Preserve Tropical Ecosystems and Native Cultures?  ESM 389/589 (3 credits).
This J-term program offers the student 16 days of a rich mix of culture and adventure.  Students will experience all of the major ecotourism activities that made Costa Rica a tropical paradise and the premiere international ecotourism destination:  snorkeling and swimming in the Pacific and Caribbean, observing Pacific dolphins and whales, zip-lining through a cloud forest, hiking to the top of an active volcano and through pristine jungle, white water rafting, relaxing in volcanic hot springs, dancing at local clubs, eating incredible native food dishes, observing toucans, sloths, monkeys, a coffee plantation and so much more.  This trip is not for the faint of heart.  A native Costa Rican family, all of whom speak perfect English, guides our trip.  We stay in beautiful lodges and motels and explore everything from the capital, San Jose, to small rural villages.Contact Information:   Brad Mogen (425-3364), 408 Ag Sci, brad.d.mogen@uwrf.edu
International Study Program-Uganda: CBE 370 (3 credits)

 The objective of this International Study Program is to provide students with a great opportunity to acquire new knowledge and awareness of global issues focusing on an African country. This study program will expose the students directly to a different culture, business and economic environment, political systems, education, agriculture and environmental issues relating to Africa, in general, and Uganda, in particular. 
This J-Term program will provide students a unique opportunity to increase their knowledge of global issues by traveling to, and spending two(2)weeks in beautiful and sunny Uganda; studying, and doing research on topics of interest relating to Uganda or Africa in general.
Contact Information:  Dr. Pascal Ngoboka, (425-3335), 122C South Hall, pascal.t.ngoboka@uwrf.edu
Puentes/Bridges to Mexico: AFES 492 (3 credits)

This course will target the following: HRM theory, applying HRM concepts to employees from Mexico, Mexican rural culture, and Spanish.

Students participate in homes stays and must have some proficiency in Spanish.

Contact Information:  Gregg Hadley, (425-3176, 425-3188), 105 Ag Sci or 123F RDI, gregg.hadley@uwrf.eduor Dennis Cooper, (425-3150), 206B Ag Sci, dennis.p.cooper@uwrf.edu
J-Term Study in China:  HIST 371 (3 credits)

This program will allow participants to explore Chinese history, culture, and the impact of industrialization and globalization on Chinese society and culture. By visiting the following cities, the participants will also have the opportunity to see the amazing, diverse landscape of China and major historical sites of world’s most continuous civilization: Shanghai, Suzhou, Beijing, Xian, Guilin and Hong Kong.
Students are required to attend pre-departure orientations and will be responsible for a project at the end of the 13-day program.

Contact Information:  Dr. Zhiguo Yang, (425-3164), 315 KFA, zhiguo.yang@uwrf.edu
Spring Break
Belize Study Adventure: ANTH/SOCI 395 (3 credits)
This three-credit course requires on-campus study of Belize peoples, wildlife, and habitats followed by a spring break trip to Belize. Students are immersed in a variety of environmental settings to improve their appreciation of cultural and biological diversity. Sample rainforest activities include trekking, canoeing, cave exploration, and visits to Mayan temples. The reef component focuses on the marine environment, and includes sailing and snorkeling. There are opportunities for SCUBA certification. Licensed guides are used. Presentations are made by conservation organizations. A day trip to Tikal in Guatemala is included.

This course satisfies the university’s global perspectives requirement.

Contact Information:  Edward Robins, edward.a.robins@uwrf.edu, 715-425-3539
Spring Break in Turkey: CBE 370 (3credits) 

This course is designed for students who want to have a unique experience towards becoming visionary leaders in a more global minded society. 
Exploring Turkey with its deep roots in more then eight different civilizations will make it easier to understand various cultures.

Participants will have the opportunity to get in touch with Turkish contemporary culture, its rich history, economic and business environment, and the academic environment as well. Students will meet Turkish business leaders, academics and officials and learn from their experience. 
This course requires three class meetings in the weeks preceding the program in Turkey, two class meetings during the program and one class session the week after it. 
Contact Information: Ozcan Kilic, 122A South Hall, (715)425 3335, ozcan.kilic@uwrf.edu
The Politics of German-Speaking Europe:  INTS/POLS 371(3 credits)
This course examines political cultures/traditions, institutions, processes and organizations within German-speaking Europe, focusing on Germany and one or more other German-speaking states (e.g. Austria or Switzerland).   Course activities include attending orientation seminars, directed readings, and both in-class lectures and discussions and field activities in German-speaking Europe.  During 2009, the class traveled to Berlin, Munich, and Vienna, visiting the German Reichstag and German museums, experiencing traditional ethnic German food, dancing, and music, and exploring German locations through historical tours, among other things.
Contact Information:  Wes Chapin, 355A Kleinpell Fine Arts, (715)425-3318, wes.chapin@uwrf.edu
Journey to Morocco: ART 306 (3 credits)

The Kingdom of Morocco is truly at the crossroads of the world. For thousands of years, its location at the northwest tip of Africa has allowed it to absorb elements of European, Sub-Saharan African, and Arab culture in its quest for identity.  As a result, its culture, history, religion, art and politics are a mélange that gives it uniqueness among nations.  

This program will provide an opportunity for students  of all ages to study Moroccan art, archaeology, architecture, and culture with an emphasis on these areas:

•
Culture and religion of modern Morocco (including the land and people) 

•
Art and archaeology of pre-Islamic Morocco

•
Art and archaeology of Islamic Morocco
Contact Information: Dr. Steven Derfler, 215 Kleinpell Fine Arts, (715) 425-0639,

Steven.L.Derfler@uwrf.edu 

Summer Session
Australia – Early Childhood Study Abroad (6-8 credits)
This is an opportunity for students minoring in Early Childhood Education to experience inquiry learning in Western Australian Early Childhood classrooms while immersing themselves in a new culture.  Students may complete half of the requirement for Early Childhood Student Teaching and are encouraged to take  TED 327 (70): Australia: An Integrated Cultural Study (Fulfills General Education MD and GP requirements). Arrangements can also be made to take Early Childhood Language Arts [TED 410(70)-3cr]. Non-education majors may also have classroom experience (TED 389 (70) three credits and Honor project credits may be arranged.  Students will take a minimum of six credits. Participants will also have the opportunity to explore the rain forest and Great Barrier Reef in Queensland, as well as visiting sites in Western Australia including Fremantle, Perth, Monkey Mia, and Rottnest Island.  This cultural educational experience is offered over two months in even numbered summers. 

Contact  Information: Dr. Gay Ward, 259 Wyman Education Building; gayle.ward@uwrf.edu. 

CERS Internship in China:  UNIV 379 (3-6 credits)
Take this extraordinary opportunity to see an insider’s view of the most exotic area of China, the southwest Yunnan Province.  Visit Kunming, the Flower City and travel north through minority villages and famous historic cities like Dali and Lijiang.  Your destination: Shangrila, in the foothills of the Himalayas, a town named for the novel Lost Horizon’s heaven on earth, it is the location of the Zhongdian Center for the China Exploration and Research Society (CERS) where the UWRF interns will gain professional experience by working on conservation projects throughout the Tibetan Plateau region.  Projects vary, for example conserving the Tibetan Mastiff or other endangered species, designing ecotourism initiatives, or documenting and collecting artifacts from minority cultures undergoing dramatic changes.  See http://www.cers.org.hk/ for more info on our partner organization, CERS.  3-4 week experience, odd numbered summers.  Credits can apply to all departments.

Contact Information: Lynn Jermal (425-3375), 215 SH, lynn.m.jermal@uwrf.edu

Kenya- Contemporary Educational Policies and Practices   (TED 389) (3-6 credits)

This course will introduce students to contemporary issues in education that confront many emerging nations on the African continent. Students will assist teachers in the classroom, meet with faculty and community groups and learn first hand how poverty, politics and limited infrastructure/ resources affects access to education in the informal settlements of Nairobi.

Students will have several opportunities to visit historic sites, museums and game parks, which showcase the rich cultural and natural resources of Kenya. 

Contact Information:  Dr. Jose E. Vega, 241 Wyman Education Building; jose.e.vega@uwrf.edu.

Short-term Japanese Study Program: HIST 371 (3 credits)

This program focuses on the many historical palaces and museums in Japan including:  Imperial Eastern Garden, Meiji Shrine, Tokyo National Museum, Himeji Castle, and Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum.  Students will visit many historic cities and travel within Japan by train.  Students are required to attend pre-departure orientations and will be responsible for a project at the end of the 13-day program.

Contact Information:  Dr. Zhiguo Yang, (425-3164), 315 KFA, zhiguo.yang@uwrf.edu
