Admission Information


For 134 years, UW-River Falls has been providing students with academic excellence in over 40 areas of study. Our on-campus facilities, laboratory farms, internships, and student teaching experiences will prepare you with the skills needed for the workforce of today and tomorrow.
Our student to faculty ratio at UWRF is just 19:1.  This means you will be an active participant in your education.  Our classroom environment encourages participation and exploration.  As an undergraduate at this institution, you will have the opportunity to work closely with faculty and other students. 
Applying for Admission (Next Available Term: Fall 2009) 

To apply for admission, you will need to do the following: 

1. Application: You must complete the electronic UW System application for undergraduate admission. We encourage you to apply online.

2. Transcripts: Ask your guidance counselor or career center to mail an official copy of your high school transcript and your most recent grade report to the Admissions Office. 

3. ACT Scores: Your ACT scores should also be sent to the Admissions Office. If you did not request that your scores be sent directly from ACT, we will accept student copies, counselor copies, or scores that appear on your high school transcript. 

4. Application fee: A non-refundable fee of $44 is required if you are applying as a degree-seeking student to a UW System institution. The fee can be paid by credit card at the time you submit your electronic application or you can mail a check. 

Freshman Requirements and Expectations for Admission
Applications for admission are given a comprehensive review.  A new student’s admission to UW-River Falls is determined by a number of academic and nonacademic factors. Academic factors include the rigor of the high school curriculum, cumulative grade point average (GPA), high school class rank, and standardized test scores (either the ACT or SAT is required). Nonacademic factors may include, but are not necessarily limited to, such things as leadership, community service, creativity, and/or unique talents, and personal characteristics that contribute to the strength and diversity of the University community.
Academic Course Preparation

Academic preparation, and specifically the strength of high school course work, is an important part of the admission decision. Listed below are the minimum course requirements for application. Please note that students who are most competitive for admission typically exceed these unit requirements.

English/Communications



4 Units*
Mathematics (algebra, geometry, and higher)
3 Units*
Science (two from biology, chemistry or physics)
3 Units*
Social Studies





3 Units*
Additional Academic Electives


4 Units*
* A unit is the equivalent of one full year of study.
Programmatic Limits
Higher academic expectations or earlier application priority dates may be imposed on specific majors if necessary to keep enrollments in line with program capacities.     

Transfer Requirements
Applications for admission are given a comprehensive review.  The academic rigor of the college-level courses taken and cumulative grade point average (GPA) are important indicators of a student’s ability to be successful at UWRF.  The student’s high school record may be required as well. Nonacademic factors will also be considered and may include, but are not necessarily limited to, such things as leadership, community service, creativity, unique talents, and personal characteristics that contribute to the strength and diversity of the University.
Academic Preparation

In reviewing a transfer application, particular attention will be paid to:

· Cumulative grade point average (GPA).  The overall GPA, as well as GPA in the major.

· Rigor of course work.  The course work demonstrates that the student has the potential for academic success at UW-River Falls.

· High school record and standardized test scores.  The student’s high school transcript and the ACT/SAT scores may be considered if it appears that doing so would provide a more accurate picture of the student’s potential for success.

Programmatic Limits
Higher academic expectations or earlier application priority dates may be imposed on specific majors if necessary to keep enrollments in line with program capacities.     

Admission as a Special Student

Students who have earned an undergraduate degree from another university who wish to complete an additional major, meet teacher certification requirements, or take courses for personal enrichment may apply to the university as undergraduate special students. Students who hold a high school diploma or equivalent, but are not pursuing a degree, may also apply as undergraduate special students. Admission criteria and transcript requirements for undergraduate special students are determined on a case-by-case basis.  Please contact the Admissions Office for details. Undergraduate special students are allowed to register for classes on a space available basis.  

Youth Options (YOP) and High School Special Students 
Qualified high school students may be allowed to enroll in university courses while still in high school, either through the Wisconsin Youth Options Program (YOP) or as a High School Special Student. YOP provides an opportunity for students enrolled in Wisconsin public high schools to take university courses, which have been approved by their high school, with tuition paid by their school district. High School Special Students who take university courses do so at their own expense. 

UW-River Falls is not a participant in the Minnesota Post Secondary Educational Opportunity Program (PSEO). Minnesota students who wish to take college courses while still in high school should contact a Minnesota college in their area about PSEO enrollment. 

If you are interested in becoming a Youth Options or High School Special student at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, please review our admission requirements and course selection guidelines. 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-RIVER FALLS POLICY STATEMENT REGARDING THE CLEP PROGRAM 

The University of Wisconsin-River Falls awards credit for the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) examinations as approved by UW-RF Faculty Senate policy. Credit is considered for satisfactory performance on CLEP General Exams and Subject Exams. Students may take CLEP exams only if they are high school graduates or have completed the equivalent based on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED). 
CLEP General Exams 1. Credit earned through CLEP General Exams may be applied toward General Education requirements, but may not be used toward major/minor requirements. 2. A maximum of 6 semester hours may be earned on the basis of the English exam and applied to the General Education requirements in English Composition. Students must also submit a written composition which will be evaluated by a committee from the English Department. (Students with a satisfactory score on the exam will be referred to the Freshman English Coordinator in the English Department to arrange the written composition.) Students with a satisfactory exam score and written composition will fulfill the requirements for General Education English Composition. 3. A maximum of 6 semester hours, applicable to UW-RF General Education, may be earned for each of the following CLEP General Exams: Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, and Humanities. 4. A maximum of 3 semester hours, applicable to the General Education Mathematics area (UW-RF MATH 126 level), may be earned for a satisfactory score on the CLEP Mathematics exam. 5. A passing grade on any/all of the above exams taken before July 1, 2001, will be a raw score at or above the 55th percentile. A passing grade on any/all of the above exams taken on or after July 1, 2001, will be a raw score at or above the 50th percentile. 6. Students may be considered for CLEP credit only if they had not previously taken a college level course in the area of the CLEP exam. 
CLEP Subject Exams 1. UW-River Falls will follow the American Council on Education (ACE) guidelines and recommendations for awarding credit for CLEP Subject Exams. 2. UW-RF academic departments will determine if credit is granted for specific courses or as elective credit. 3. Students may be considered for CLEP credit only if they have not already taken a college level course in the same area as the CLEP exam. Students interested in knowing more about the CLEP tests, cost of exams or registering for exams should contact the Testing Office in the UW-RF Counseling Center, 24 E. Hathorn Hall, phone (715) 425-3884.

University of Wisconsin – River Falls Policy Statement regarding the College Board Advance Placement Program

The University of Wisconsin-River Falls grants credit for Advanced Placement Exams according to UW-System Policy.  A detailed listing of this policy is available at AP Policy.
Admission of International Students

To apply for undergraduate (Bachelor's Degree) admission, international students must submit the following to the University of Wisconsin-River Falls Admissions Office: 

1. The International Student Application for Undergraduate Admission. You can print and mail the application and confidential report for admission or complete the application and report on-line. The application fee is $44. This may be paid by credit card when using the on-line application. Students who do not have internet access may contact the UW-River Falls Admissions Office for a paper application. 

2. Academic Records. The student must provide high school transcripts, mark sheets, examination results, certificates issued or other documents to verify that requirements for university admission in the home country have been met. Students who have attended colleges or universities in the United States or abroad must also provide official college or university transcripts. Documents should be in the original language, along with certified English translations if the original language is not English. Documents are to be sent directly to the University from the school, college, university, or examination authority. 

Students who wish to be considered for advanced standing for college or university study completed outside the United States should submit their academic records to a professional evaluation service for review. The report from the evaluation service should then be sent to UW-River Falls. (This is not necessary for students who have attended U.S. style transfer programs or for colleges where UW-River Falls has formal transfer agreements.) The University recommends one of the following credential evaluation services: 

Educational Credential Evaluators (ECE)
P.O. Box 514070
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203
USA

World Education Services (WES) 
P.O Box 11623 
Chicago, Illinois 60611-0623
USA 

3. Evidence of English Proficiency. If the student's first language is not English, and the student wishes to enroll directly in credit-bearing classes as a full-time undergraduate, the student must submit an official score report from one of the following: 

A. The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with a minimum score 65 on the Internet Based TOEFL (IBT). The IBT is a revised TOEFL exam which replaced older versions of the TOEFL exam, in September, 2005. Minimum acceptable scores on older versions of the TOEFL are 180 on the Computer Based TOEFL (CBT) or 500 on the Paper Based TOEFL (PBT). The TOEFL college code for UW-RF is 1918. 
B.The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) exam with a band score of 5.5 or higher. IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia, and the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations. 

Official TOEFL or IELTS score reports are to be sent directly to UW-River Falls from TOEFL or IELTS. 

For new freshman students whose native language is English, the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) may be required. See http://www.collegeboard.com/sat for information about scheduling this exam. The official SAT score report is to be sent directly to UW-River Falls from SAT. The SAT college code for UW-RF is 1918. 

a.)  The TOEFL or IELTS requirement may be waived for students who have completed study at an intensive English language training program in the United States with a satisfactory recommendation that the student is adequately prepared to study at the university level. The English language report must be sent directly to UW-River Falls from the English training school. 

b.)  The TOEFL or IELTS requirement may be waived for students who have completed university level English composition at a college or university in the United States with a grade of C or better. An official transcript must be sent directly to UW-River Falls from the college or university. 

Students who do not meet English language proficiency requirements for standard undergraduate admission may be admitted conditionally to the English Language Transition (ELT) Program.  ELT Program enrollment is open to any international student wishing to enroll at UWRF as an undergraduate degree seeking student.  The ELT program provides intensive English language training and instruction to develop program participant’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills so that they can be successful in their studies at UWRF.   ELT program staff will evaluate the ability and progress of students enrolled in that program, and make recommendations with regard to general and program course placement.  Students enrolled in the English Language Transition Program are considered to be full-time students.   
Note:  Students wishing to participate in this program must submit TOEFL or IELTS scores to assist program staff with class placement.    
4. Evidence of Financial Support  U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) regulations require that international applicants provide documented evidence of financial resources needed to support their study. Students must complete the Confidential Statement of Financial Resources. Students receiving support from their government or a sponsoring agency should send official documentation stating the expenses covered and the duration of support. Students supported by family or private sponsors should include bank statements to verify funds available. The University has little financial assistance for new international students and there is no assurance of financial assistance or employment while studying at UW-River Falls. 

LETTER OF ADMISSION AND I-20 STUDENT VISA FORM
The application file will be reviewed for admission after all required forms, academic records, test scores and financial information have been received. The letter of admission and I-20 Student Visa Form will be issued to students who are accepted for admission. The student would then present the I-20 Form, along with a valid passport and evidence of financial support, to a U.S. Embassy or Consular Officer in their home country to receive the F-1 Student Visa. 

HEALTH INSURANCE
All international students who attend at the University are required to purchase the University of Wisconsin System comprehensive hospital and medical insurance plan. Information about this will be provided to students who are accepted for admission to UW-River Falls. 

